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ANIMAL WELFARE UNIT INSPECTORATE 

Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [9.02 am]: I have two petitions that are both on the same topic, but each has a 
different preamble. I present a petition with 207 signatures that is certified as conforming to the standing orders 
of the house — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say that the decision to not adequately fund the Animal Welfare Unit 
Inspectorate for 6 Permanent Full Time Inspectors and an additional minimum 2 Permanent 
administration staff is not acceptable to the community who expect that our elected State Government 
enforce the Animal Welfare Act 2002, and uphold its serious responsibility of ensuring that the millions 
of animals in the Agricultural Industry are protected by regular monitoring and inspections to ensure 
their welfare. We also expect that any report of cruelty or neglect is responded to by the Animal 
Welfare Unit Inspectorate.  

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to immediately consider a motion to fully fund the Animal 
Welfare Unit Inspectorate to its fully functional capacity, so to ensure that prompt response to 
reports of cruelty or neglect, and regular inspections, and monitoring of all animals in the 
Agricultural Industry in Western Australia occurs.  

[See petition 358.] 

Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [9.04 am]: The second petition has 782 signatures, which gives a combined total 
with the first petition of nearly 1 000 signatures. The petition reads — 

We, the undersigned, say that the welfare of livestock animals in Western Australian is not being 
properly protected, and the Animal Welfare Act 2002 is not being enforced, because the State 
Government has refused to adequately fund the Animal Welfare Unit Inspectorate to employ six 
permanent, full-time General Inspectors. Only a fully funded Animal Welfare Unit Inspectorate—
which regularly monitors the welfare of livestock animals involved in live export, transportation, 
saleyards, knackeries or abattoirs—is capable of ensuring that the millions of livestock animals 
who are transported, exported, sold or slaughtered every year in this State are more likely to be 
treated humanely, without neglect or cruelty. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to fully fund the employment of six permanent full-time 
General Inspectors in the Department of Local Government’s Animal Welfare Unit Inspectorate to 
ensure that the welfare of livestock animals involved in live export, transportation and the abattoirs 
is regularly and routinely monitored and reports of cruelty or neglect are investigated promptly.  

[See petition 359.] 
 


